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History of hesistunce hiovement, 


dn the years Lys5-LY48, there was Very active resistunce oguinst the Bol- 
shevists in Lithuania. sobilisation and arrests, de ortations ana the 
expectations that warwas diuuinent Ley yeople to open resistance against 
the occupying Soviets und Lilleu the torests with partisans. In 1944, not 
dese tian, 30,0GU Lithuanians sere moniliaed into the ved .rwy. In the 
provinces, syecial amy units carried out the moviiization, “hoever tried 
Lo oppose shea was shet aown on the spot without merey. Gonsejuently, wany 
ei took tc the foresis. 


The mobili.ved Lithuanians were first taken to Kharkov and after a month or 
o brought back to Lithuania to. the forier wilitery burracks at Uxuerye 
Doral» <ime0a) and to the military training grounds ot Jonaya. People 
begoa oo desert Lo the peurtisans, not in cries and twos but in tens ana more, 
every nigh, 


The activity of the partisans was -uite spontaneous, The population nelped 
Shem o3 gach ag they coula; the farus helped with food; tne priests aiavo 


Wi wtatever tay they could; nurses and goctors helped with weaical supplies 
stolen frou the hospituls, The partisans were everywhere, La une Deukul 


escon (northeastern Lithuenia) there were real Militery foriations con- 
icving thairy activities, not in groups or 5 or 1G wen, as they uo now, 

ut in groups of a hundrea or more. Several villuges, for CxuMple, Sereasius 
ebeOhN, <2~<5), were vitacked several times; ana after Killing Communists 
the parties woula witharus., eel Dubtles with-aGB-and ied ifimy units were 
fcught. famors. were epread that the Aamericuns and sritdeh haa urOuped para= 
rub Pe anu there in Zaiiaitigau {Low Lithvanie«) and Suvalkija (region 
iorier gust rrussia-Polish vberuer) und that they were Helping the 


ny, 


OGar Che 
berhasens, The Lithueniaun Laisves Kovotojui (Strugele for Fresco) partisans 
wore uniform. sll Unis kept the morale of the nation very high inaeed and 
Bove Loe peaple hope that liperaiion was hears Until L94b-44 the people 
taixeu of nothing put the iuminent war, and if was expected every spring. 
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Ghg ogeupying Seviats made avery effort to destrey the partisan movement. 
sn poms pluses, for example, aukstaltija (iigh Lithuands) they brought in 


darye military units, In 194-7 thay surrounded the shole area and stayed 


Shese for menthse, clearing up the forest bush b; bush, The bodies of the 
periisans taey killed ware thrown in h@apa in the open market-places of the 
vilileges amd left thera for weeks, and then new ones ware brought. If 
fersens showea any feelings bacuuse their brothers or sons were among the 


flein, they were arrested and deported. ‘Theres wera no limits to the suffer~ 


inge of the peeple, and now there is scarcely a funily in Lithuania of which | 
30ne gombers have not been elther killea oy the Russians oF arrestea or dee 
peried ov killea by the partisans out of revenge. 


& 


Agbiva resistance might have been prevented if the people had known beforg> 
wand that there would be no war in the near future; and, of course, if the 
periigens chemselwas had had good leadership anc! had been organizes on a 
strictly military basis with strong diseipline, then muny of tne losses : 
would nave been avoided. On the other hend, 1b must be aueitied that the 


puTti gan movencul was inevitable. The Ruasiana wore, end are, hated te 
SUS 3h extent that for many people thera was no alternative out to join 


Lhe osrtisens. 


iptarieedoy rerbigan activity 


ah She present tine Shere are stil vartisuns in Lithusnia. It le very 
difficult te aay how auny, possibly <,000 or mora in the whele GOWILEY - 
fut the Soviet authorities are no longer worrlea as they were before; tha 


2 say thet after 2 few yeura toe pertiauns wll. have perlahed ey wees 


UME Uney aro still being fougith by special MGB treapa, the se-cabled Skre- 


bal, uihong when ure also Lithuanians who ars paid 406-500 rubies per month. 
The HOR wre alse assisted by Lhe militia. 


fhS pariieens are no longer well-organized, They operate in amall groups 
of 7 - 12 14 wen, and these groupe do not have feed contact, If any, amang 
themselves. The Soviets are atumping thea out, and thay have no «lternabtive 
TAS BO go on and to defend themuselvea to the last. They have alse hecose 
var exuel and im their turn are killing everyone vos Lhey suspect of being 


vamaniieat or of fayvering the Bolshevisis. ase a result, muny Innacent per- 
sane have porished, 


The positien of the fummers is parbisalarly difficult. Tey hava very Little 
*eou themseives now, but the parbisuns de not ask they simply come und tuxe 
mavever they cum Find. another thing that frequently heppens is thet the 
“ustge who fas been visited by tha purtigssns will have a visit from tne Rua= 
ans, who come to carry out controls, and he cannot Geny that the -partisuns 
been thera. Then, no sconer have the Russiuns gone than the partisons 
gain. Thus the farmer is attacked on both sidus, each secusing 
sin of aiding the other. In this manner, too, many innocent peagents hava 
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pebiie, ef uy illegal newspapers or leaflets. in 1948, underground deat 
iets were ogeasionally aletributed in the street of Kaunas, end from tine 
tc Line students were printing such leaflets. One group wua arrestea in 
2940-893 they had sot been sufficiently careful, distxibuting ibs leafieate 
openly im churches, ete, Thare have bsen uigne of iste, however, which 
ancigatea that a6 is very likely thal. efforts have bean wmude to orgunies 
LiLegad national activities. 


ALtheugh avery Lithuuniu ie fully cenvinesd thut Bolshevism mugt perish, 
ho hae learned froa the hard leszons of resent years - life und Liberty 
being Yosy dear = to dissomble and to dange te the Rueeians' tans. This 
cer net mew that the people would not join in underground activities now. 
wth, the majomity would do so and would be prepared to sacrifice then- 
Se,vex, vroviaed that they had clear aims before them and knes why ana what 


# 


they were fighting tor, ana when lizeration would cane. They feel that they 


hee orgunanzation, instruction, and leadership; patrlotiam alone is not 
angupgh ; 
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